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EDUCATION.

SPEECH OF HON. JOSIAH T. WALLS,
of fi.orida,

I* TIIR Hortl or RePRKSKNTATITES,
February 3, 1872.

Mr. Spkakkr, my remarks will be principally
directed as in answer to the remarks made by
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. McInttre.J
who it appears was in oppomtion to the hill
establishing a national educational fund as

proposed by the Committee on Education and
Labor.

* The gentleman from Georgia, in his effort iu
opj o-ition to this bill, said that it was objec,tionable because it interfered with State rights.
1 quote hitn :

i
~ "The details of the original bill are objectionableand onght to he objectionable to every
man who feels any interest in the State government"

lie then proceeded to tell us why the bill is
objectionable. 1 again quote him :

"Why do I say so ? Simply from the fact
that by the Constitution of the United States
iho powers of legislation have been distributed.
I low distributed ? All those which the people
of the country desired the Congress of the
United States to exercise have been ascertained
and defined by the terms of the Constitution,
while all those powers which the people desired
should be prohibited to the States have also
been defined and set forth in the same instrn
inent. By the Constitution, all those powers
which have not t«een delegated to the Congress
of the United States, nor prohibited to the
States, arc reserved to the States themselves,
Now, sir, since ihe organization of the (General
Government, under which we are legislating
to-day, it has always been understood that the
power of regulating the common schools be-
longed exclusively to the States : and I am

unwilling that Congress should take from the
States any of their reserved rights. The provi-
sions of the pending bill seek to vest the entire
control of this fund in the General Governmentwithout regard to the will of tho respectiveStates." i

If we did not underhand those who keep up
this great clamor for State rights, we might be
constrained to believe as the gentleman from
Georgia, that no one had any interest in their
respective State governments but those who
duly warn us against the iufringemeuts upon
the rights of the Slates. Hut we understand j
them. We know what the cry about State
rights means, and more especially when we

hear it produced as an argument against the
< stablishuH'iit of a fund for the education of
tiff people. <

Judging from the past, I must confess that
I am somewhat snspicious of such rights, know i

ing, as I do, that the Democratic party in
Ge rgia. as well as in all of the other Southern
States, have been opposed to the education of
the negro and poor white children. And 1
can, without doing that party any wrong, safely
and truthfully state that the Democratic party
to-day in Georgia, as well as in Florida, are

opposed to the education of all classes. We
know that the Democratic party used to argue
that to educate the negro was to set him free,
and that to deprive him of all the advantages
necessary to enable him to acquire an educationwas to perpetuate his enslavement. Their
argument against educating the poor whites
wus that the negro more directly associated
with the woor whites than with that class
who controlled the destinies of slavery.
Why, sir, so fearful were they that the negro
wonid become educated, either through his own
efforts or by the aid of some poor white person,
fhev enacted laws nrnhihitiiur him frotu being
educated even by his own master ; and if a poor

1 white person was caught teaching a negro, he
t was whipped, or in some States sold or coniIpelled to leave the State ; and if by chance a

| negro did learn to read, and it was found out,
he was whipped every time he was caught with
a book, aud as many times between as his masterpleased. We must remember that this state
of affairs existed only about six years ago, and
this being the case, is it unreasonable for us to

suppose that the Democratic party of Georgia
is opposed to the negro being included in the
bill that proposes to establish an educational

i' fund, and his being educated out of the public
money? I think not.
The gentleman from Georgia also tells us

that he is in favor of seeing the schools of the
country promoted, and we believe he is, but he
wishes to promote them under the old system,
which has so far been a failure in the South,
and every fair-minded and unprejudiced man

will admit it.
Mr. MclNTYRE. I should like to make a

correction there. It would seem that he seeks
to produce the impression upon the House that
I am opposed to education, which, of course, I
am not.
Mr. WALLS. The gentleman will be answeredin the course of my remarks. I nmst

ask him Dot to interrupt me now, as I did not
interrnpt him when he addressed the House.
The gentleman informs us also that the

Georgia Legislature has within the last twenty
days appropriated $300,(tOO for the purposes
of education, aud that the educational system
is not confined to the whites alone. He says
that.
" Within the last twenty days the Legisla

ture of Georgia has appropriated $300,000 for
the purpose of education; and that educational
system is not confined to the whites alone."
He then informs us that the " colored neonle

of his State are entitled under the law to the
fame rights that the whites will enjoy." Mark
his words.entitled to the same rights that the
whites will enjoy. This, Mr. Speaker, is very
true ; hut will the colored people have an opportunity,or be permitted to enjoy the same

rights that the whites enjoy ? This is the question.The echo of the past answers no! not
while the Ku Klux Democracy are permitted
to burn the school-bouses and chnrches belongingto the colored people of Georgia ; not
while they shut the doors of the school bouses
against the colored children, will the colored
people of (Joorgia enjoy the same educational
advantages that the whites enjoy.
We lind that in duly, 17*H, the Georgia

Legislature appropriated one thousand acres of
laud to each county for the support of free
schools. In 17*4 the Uencral Assembly appro'
priated forty thousand acres of land for the
endowment of a college or university. In
17'J2 an act was passed hy the Legislature ap
propriatiug one thousand acres of land for the
endowment of each of the county academies ;
$2">0,0<iO were appropriated in 1817 for the
support of poor schools. Now. sir. we see that
the Georgia legislature prior to 18(18 appropriated thousands of acres of land for the supportof colleges, couuty academies, and free
schools, hut did Georgia have a free school
system in operation prior to 1870?

Again, we see that the Georgia Legislature
appropriated $250,000 for the support of what
they called " poor schools." If this uppmpri
at. iu was applied to the establishment of
schools, did the poor white and colored childrenget an equal benefit of it? We are informedby Colonel J. It. Lewis that Georgiahad indeed a very " poor school" system prior
to l*7o, and no free schools in operation at
all; Savannah and Columbus wore the onlu
places where tln-y had any schools worthy ot
the name. 1 now quote from the report ol the
Commissioner of K4>ication, who says :
"The latest eoininiinicatiou to this office, iroui

a leading educator in Georgia, gives nn encouragingaccount of the prospect that an excellentschool law will soon go into operationin that Slate, winch has just passed the Legislature.At present Savannah and ColumbuR
are the only cities in the Slate thut have schoolsystems worthy of the name."
The gentleman from Georgia also calls our0 attention to what he thinks of the patriotismexisting in Georgia. He says :
"I feel safe in expressing my belief thatthere is intelli eiice and patriotism enough inthe State of Georgia to day to manage its proportionof tins fuud properly if it is turued overto the State."
I suppose he refers to that patriotism existingamong the colored people, or that whichthe whites have inculcated since May, 1865.LL -

Now, Mr. Speaker, if we indge of the patriotismexisting among the Democratic party in
Georgia to nay Irorn the course that party has
pursued in that State relative to free schoo's
and the education of the negro, our conclusion
will he that Georgia is now opposed to free
schools, and the education of the negro and
poor White children, as heretofore.

It is ageless to talk about patriotism existing
in those States in connection with free schools
under Democratic system, and in connection
with those who now and always have believed
that it was wpiinff to eilueatp ttio nnirrn and
that suet offenses should he punishable by death
or the lash. Away with the patriotism that
advocates and prefers ignorance to intelligence!

Let tis look into the patriotism of Florida's
sister State, Georgia. My State has been
very retrogressive in connection with free
schools, but she is still ahead of Georgia in
this respect. 1 am indeed sorry I cannot say
as much for the patriotism of the Democratic
party of my State as the gentleman has about
Georgia, when 1 know that in 1845 the General
Government donated to Florida, while under
Democratic rule, 908,503 acres of the public
domain of that Stute for common school purposes.And what did they do with it? Why,
sii, they enacted a common school law which
did not mean anything, which was enacted
only to obtain the possession of the lands donated.In this same law they created a common-schoolfund, and under the operation of
this bogus law they obtained fraudulent pos
session of the lands, sold them, and applied
the proceeds to everything else except that for
which they were donated. Is this the kind of
patriotism to which the gentleman alluded in
his remarks ?

I am in favor, Mr. Speaker, of not only this
hill, but of a national system of education,
because 1 believe that the national Govern-
ment is the guardian of the lilarties of all its
subjects. And having within a few years incur-
porated into the body politic a class of unedu-
jated people, the majority of whom, 1 am sorry
to say, are colored, the question for solution
and the problems to be solved, then, are : can
these people protect their liberties without
education; and can they be educated under
the present condition of society in the States
where they were when freed ?
Can this be done without the aid, assistance.

and supervision of the General Government ?
No, sir, it cannot. Were it not that the preju
dice of slavery is so prevalent among the for-
met slaveholder against the education of the
negro, it would he superficial to say that the
neero could not protect his educational inter
est a. or could Bot be educated without the es
tablishinent of a national system of education,
I'his prejudice is attributable to the fact that
they were compelled to keep the negro in igno
ranee in order to hold him in slavery; and
with the advantages of education and enlightenmentthey were enabled to keep their slaves
uiccessfully in bondage; for we know that the
\dvantages of education are great.
We are told that the Persians were kept for

ages in slavery from the power of intellect
ilone. Education constitutes the apprentice
sbip of those who are afterward to take a place
in the order of our civilized aud progressive
nation. Education tends to increase the dignityand self-respect of a people, tends to increasetheir fitness for society and important
stations of trust, tends to elevate and conse

quently carries with it a great moral responsi-
bility. This is why the ltemocratic party in
the South so bitterly oppose the education ot
all classes. They know that no educated peo
pie cau be enslaved. They know that no edu
cated people can be robbed of their labor.
They well know that no educated people can
be kept in a helpless and degraded condition,
but will arise with a united voice and assert
their manhood. Hence, to educate the negro
in the South would he to lift hitn to a state of
civilization and enligbteum> nt that would enablehim not only to maintain and defend his
liberties, but to better acquit himself as an
honorable and upright citizen, and prove hiin
self more worthy of the rights conferred upon
him. This, then, being the result of educating
the negro. I cannot believe that the Democ
racy of Georgia or any other State manifests
this patriotism or haB taken this sudden de-
nartnrp Tlmu L'nnw t.hp npirrn ia Intra 1 anil

while their present educational institutions are
fosterers of disloysl'y and nurseries of enmity
and hatred toward the Government and loyal
blacks and whites, I cannot hope to ever see
this Democratic party endowed with sufficient
patriotism and justice to leud their energies and
support in favor of the education and elevation
of my people. While the Democratic party
adhere to the ideas and principles that they
have now it would be against their interests to
educate the negro ; not only against their inter
ests, but entirely inconsistent with their faith.
Can we then suppose that these firm adherentsto slavery and State rights are willing to
educate the negro and loyal whites, who artopposedto their principles, and thereby enable
them to wield the controlling power of the
Sooth? No, sir, 1 should think not. They artmoreconsistent and patrioii : toward the principlesof the lost cause than this. Let us not
mistake oursekves, Mr. Speaker. The Demo
cratic party are opposed to any system that
will have the effect of making a majority of the
present or rising generation loyal to the Government.It has been admitted by every lover
of free government that popular education, or
the education of the masses, is necessary to
and inseparable from a complete citizenship.
Then let the nation educate her subjects. It
is to the interest of tbe Government, as also to
the people, to do so. An educated people possessmore skill, and manifest more iuterest and
uuemy in iub auuirs 01 me uovernmenc, oecauseof their chance to obtain more general
information, which tends to eradicate the prejudicesand superstitions so prevalent among an
ignorant people.
An educated people seek always to improvetheir condition, not only at home, but in all

their surroundings. An educated people are
more social, more refined, and more ready to
impart their knowledge and experience to
others ; more industrious because more ambi
tions to accumulate and possess property;while the ignorant and uneducated are more
prone to idleness, more addicted to low habits
and dissipation, more careless and less ambitious,being more of a "turn" to content them
selves and let things go about as they are.
The uneducated person cannot have the inllueuceamong his fellowmen that educated per
sons have. As knowledge is power, in short,education is the panacea for all our social evils,injustices, and oppressions. The general difTu
sion of education among the whole people of
the South would render them less submissive
to the social and political stiginas under which
they arc to-day laboring.
Now that our whole poople throughout this

broad land are free, it yet remains for this
Government to give them that which will not
only enable them to better enjoy their freedom,but will enable them to maintain, defend,
and perpetuate their liberties. Imagine your
race, Mr. Speaker, as having been in bondagefor over two hundred years, subjected to all
the horrors of slavery, deprived of every facil
ity by which they might have acquired an education,and in this ignorant and helpless conditionthey were emancipated and turned loosein the midst of their enemies; among thosewho were opposed to not only seeing themeducated, but opposed to their freedom ; amongthose who possessed all the wealth, controlled
ail me educational facilities of the country ;
among those who be'ieved your race to be
uaturolly inferior to themselves in every par-ticulnr, and fit only to he considered as goodsand chattels.

Imagine, I say, your race to-day in this
deplorahle situation. Would you be considered
as comprehendine their desires and situation,
were you to admit that their former ensluvers
would take an impartial interest in their educationalaffairs ? I think not. Ilence, I can
not believe that the Democratic party South
would provide equal educational advantages
to all classes. The gentleman from the bistrictof Columbia [Mr. Cmipiian] has correctlysaid that the lately enfranchised people are
peculiarly the wards of the Government. Still,
we ask that equal advantages, impartial protection,and tho same educational facility maybe extended to all classes, to the whole people.Give us this and we will further endeavor to
remove the ignorance from our people, and
about which so much has been said by those

who hove occasioned it and who are justly responsiblefor it; they who have imposed it upon
us through the operation of that once loved arid
cherished institution, slavery.that institution
which has cost the nations mdlions of dollars
and many of her hest and bravest men. and has
stamped'upon the negro a curse which this
generation will tail to obliterate.

In conclusion, Mr. Speakrr, I might here pny
a passing notice to the arguments generally
used against the negro, utnl against his being
edncated. It hits been said that the negro is
an inferior race, with minds unfit for eultiva
tion, with no traits of science, skill, or literature; with no ambition for education and en-

ugnienment; in snort, a pertcct noo'»v nrain.

But these arguments, Mr. Speaker, foil to the
ground many years ago, and have b'-eti ren

dered insignificant from the fact that n twith-
standing all the laws enacted prohibiting the
negro from bring educated, in spite of the degra-
dation of over two hundred and forty-seven
years of the most inhuman and barbarous
slavery ever recorded in the history of any peo-
pie, and coupled with five years subjugation to s

the reign of terror from the l\ti KInx Kian, the
dastardly horrors of which those only know who
have been the victims, and those who commit 1

the deeds. Notwithstanding all these obsta- 1

cles and oppositions, we find in nearly every
town and village, where the whipping-posts and
auction-blocks were once visible, school-houses J
and freedinen's savings bunks erected in their
stead, which arc the growth of only five years. '

and which stand to day as living refutations to s

the foul, malignant, unjust, and untrue argti '

tuents used against the negro. We still find
him, however, loyal to his Government and !l

friendly toward his former master, to-day look- I
ing to this Congress for the passage of a metis
lire that will aid in increasing the educational s

facilities throughout the country for the benefit
nf all classes, and thereby enatde him to rear t
his children to truly comprehend their rela- v

tions with and duties toward their Govern- '
ment. c

Believing, then, as I have before said, that f
the national Government is the guardian of all 11

the liberties of her subjects, I think we should
lend all our aid to the establishment of a ita- r
tional educational fund. I think, sir, it be- c
hooves us, as the guaidians of the l ights and 'I
liberties of the people of this nation, to do so ;
for we are told that all there is of a nation that [
is good, that is mighty, that exercises infill
snce and promotes prosperity are the products 11

sf the education of its citizens. Then, let us '
make provisions for the education of all classes: 1

stud if the State governments are unwilling to '

provide equal lacunars lor an, men let me nn
tional Government take the matter in hand.

Education.

SPEECH OF HON. J. II. RAIXEY,
of south carolina,

In the IIobsk of Representatives,
Ftbruary 3. 1872.

The House having met as in Committee ol
the Whole on the state ol' the Union lor debate
only.
Mr. RA.INEY said :
Mr. Speaker : I have been an attentive

listener to the discussions on House bill No.
1043. This bill, as you are aware, has for its
object the education of the people, and pro
poses to that eud that the procet ds necming
Irotu the salo of all public lands should be set
apart as a sacred fund for that object. View
inn 'n this light, one may well be surprised
at the manner in which the entire subject lias
been treated by the opposition. It is truly
marvelous to observe the manifest antipathy
oxhibited toward measures that are brought
before this House having for their purpose the
amelioration and improvement of the masses.

It ought not to be forgotten that we are the
custodians of the interests of the whole people,
sent here direct from their hands to represent
their claims and interests before Congress, and.
I may add, the whole country. Why, sir, those
illiterate and somewhat neglected people are
the actual bone and sinew of the country, and
at this time uiay be safely numbered among
the stain hest supporters of its institutions.
Their efficiency, bravery, and sower were
known to the country in its darkest days and
dire necessities, the testimony of which is
stamped in bloody stains upon many a battle 1
field. These gallant and true men, many of ;
whom have passed awav, have left their lather
less children as a heritago and trust to this
Government. Yea, the whole people are deeply
int;AroQt.p<l in thia Bnhiprt. ftf <>iln«"i t inn

fore, we should endeavor to reflect as best we
can their opinions, wishes, anil desires in this
regard. I

I feel confident in saying that the populaci
is eager for eilncation, and are looking with
an ardent desire to the General Government to
aid them in this particular. Educational
facilities are needed alike by all classes, both
white and black. There is an appalling array
of the illiterate made in the admirable report
of the Commissioner of Education, a forcible
tabular statement of which has been brought
to the notice of this House by the distinguished
gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. IIoak.I
Surely this ought to he sufficient to disarm all
hostility to this laudable and much-needed
measure ; but instead of that, it meets witn
every conceivable objection ami opposition
from those who profess to be the friends and
advocates of universal education. By some
the bill under consideration is said to be an
constitutional ; by others, centralizing power
in the hands of the General Government which
by right belongs to individual States.
The gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. McIntyre]

expressed his apprehensions that this was a

plan to mix the schools throughout the country.What of that ? Suppose it should be so.
what harm would result therefrom. Why this
fear of the negro since he has been a freedinan,
when in the past he was almost a household
god, gamboling and playing with the children
of his old master? And occasionally it was

plain'to be seen that there was a strong family
resemblance between them.
Now, since he is no longer a slave, one would

suppose him a leper, to hear the objections ex-

pivonvu "S""'" u"" ,il"'

Sir, this is the remnant of tlio olu pro-slavery
spirit, which must eventually give place lo more
humane and elevating ideas. Schools huve
beeu mixed in Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
and other States, and no detriment has occurred.Why this fear of competition with a

negro? All they ask for is an tqual chance in
life, with equal advantages, and tliey will provethemselves to he worthy American citizens. In
the Southern States it was a pride in the past to
exult in the extraordinary ability of a few representativc men, while the poorer classes were
kept illiterate and in gross Ignorance ; consc
quently completely under the control of thoir
leaders, all of whom were Democrats.
The Republican party proposes by this mens

uro now pending to educate the masses so that
they will he enabled to judge for themselves
in all matters appertaining to their interests,and by ati intelligent expression of their man
hood annihilate the remnant of that oligarchical spirit of cxclusivencss which was so prominentin the past. Hir, it appears to mo as
though gentlemen on this lloor have lost sightof the fact that the besom of war has swept over
this country, and that there is a chance in the
condition of affairs ; that the people are the
rightful rulers, and those in power are hut their
servants.

During the last Congress we had under cor
sideration a hill for the establishing of a systern of national education, hut adverse arguments were urged against the pioposition,which resulted in its defeat. It was said then,
as now, that it wns unwise and inexpedient for
such a hill to pass Congress, because it looked
forward to centralization of Uoverrimcnt, ami
an eventual invasion and I

_
..V..n:

rights. lu xny opinion, if the doctrine ol State
rights wan not destroyed in the heated conflict
of the late war, thore are little or no apprehensionsof such a contingency in the passageof this bill.
The decision of the sword is conceded to hetho most arbitrary of all decisions which wehave on record, and it might be added that theyare written in blood and will assuredly withstand, all corrosive arguments to the contrarynotwithstanding. The results of the rebellionhave decided some things, arid in uiy judguj nt,defined the boundaries of State rights. Sir,speaking of centralization, all powerful tiov-

Tiiraents have a tendency in that direction, and i
t'mse who have not are showing this day their r

sad want of power to control their internal nf- n

ia rs, and at the same time exercise a salutary a

influence on the uctions and affairs of other a

nations. fi
In the old Roman Umpire, proud thongh it t

was, boasting of its many conquests and its al t
most unlimitahle extent of territory, feeling n

themselves secured by a snpposed high order
of civilization, they grew indifferent to their d
best interests in this regard, and as a natural <i
sequence their power waned, and they are only p
known to ns as a nation through the pages of p
history. The nations of modern Europe most tl
respected are those which have succeeded partly ti
in central zing their power, and I can see no p
liffVrciicc in this respect with republics and si
monarchical governments. I am confident.
pen, it is inevitable.that if this Government tl
xpects to control this vast extent of territory it
now in its possession, with an almost annual n

iuguu-ntation thereto, it must, of necessity, si
Become somewhat centralized or it cannot is
<tand. w

-Mr. Speaker, I have no argument to advance A
or or against the constitutionality of this bill; hi
hat 1 cheerfully submit to abler hands. It
vas said, however, by the gentleman from w

Pennsylvania [Mr. Storm] and others, that it tl
s grossly unconstitutional: therefore more oh- bt
eetionable than the Ku-Klux bill was. Such hi
itrictures are frequently heard from the lie- fit
nocracy. Nothing, in fact, appears to be conititntionalto them that emanates or originates
vith the Republicans; conseqienily, the force
>f the nrgument is not felt to any extent. But
idmitting the assertion with all of the force and °

lotcney with which it is constantly uttered, I
e-k if it is a perversion of the spirit of the Conititutionto invoke the sanction of that sacred
nstruinent upon such a laudable measure as Oi
his, having for its aim the advancement of the at
vhole people intellectually ; thereby raising est
hem to a higher plane, front which they may pt
ibserve the beneficient workings of this, the di
greatest and most magnanimous of tjovern- ui

aents. fn
The natural result of this mental improve- of

nent will be to impart a better understanding
if our institutions, and thus cultivate a loyal tit
Imposition and lofty appreciation for them, ni
['he military prowess and demonstrative su w

leriority of the Prussians, wtien compared to CJ
he French, especially in the late war, is tl
Lttributable to the fact that the masses of the
ormer were better educated and trained than rf

hose of the latter. The leavening spirit of the U
lennan philosophers has, apparently, per b<
raded all classes of the population of that en hi
ire empire. It is not necessary to detail the tl
esult that has passed into history, the lesson hi
if which should not he lost on this continent, p:
iVith these truths confronting us what is hest p
0 be done? Why, educate the people to a in
ligher standard of citizenship. If this is done tl
>y the aid of the General Government its fruits it
vill be seen in every department, and its power ir
clt in every emergency. T
Now, I am in favor of Government aid in p

his respect, for it will materially assist and a;
iventually succeed in obliterating sectional tl
"eeling and dilferences of opinion, and thus ai

hster a unit of sentiment that is so desirable L
>y all tiue patriots, who are ever ready to ft
icknowledge its essentiality to harmony, eon- ei
lord, and perpetual peace; thereby aiding the ei
ndustries of our country and developing our p
/ast national resources. It this had been done si
fears ago there would have been a better under- ai

itanding and more fraternal feeling between al
he North and the South, which would have ti
mnihilated that obstinate, hostile spirit wiiich tl
mgendered the late " unpleasantness." The w

ecent trials of the Ku-Klux at Columbia, C
South Carolina, furnish a striking proof, which is
s beyond controversion, for the criminals tt
liemselves confessed an utter destitution of ei
reneral information that did not fail to excite a

he commiseration of the presiding judges. tl
This lamentable condition of things demands T

1 remedy at the hand of our powerful and u

'onerous Government. The evidence is con a

ilusive ; therefore it it not necessary that argu
mints should be multiplied on this point. The
eport of the Commissioner of Education pre
ients an astonishing anomaly in its tabular
itatements setting forth the illiterate of all
lasses in the Uuited States. We find that
»m ui a J jnii«»inmi ui u>i-r tuu ijr-cigu u urn

i >ns, over two and one-half millions in the
Southern States over twenty-one years old
ire unable to read and write, and over one inillonin the Northern States.

I find in the report of the superintendent ol
sdueation of the State which 1 have the honor
n part to represent the following interesting
itutement: there are 20(>,G10 school children
between the ages of six and sixteen, with n
total attendance of only 60,050, the greater
portion of the remainder being unable to attend
for the want of educational facilities, although
there has been one hundred and four schooltiouscscrested during the year 1871, at a cost
of SI:!.254, and fifty-two rented in addition
rhereto. There are employed in that State
1,898 teachers, at a e st of over two hundred
and sixty-one thousand dollars per annum.

Sir, I now ask is not this statement of suffi
sient force to baffle opposition, and awaken a

lively interest on the part of this House favor
able to this ereat popular necessity ? Think of
it, only 00,050 children attending school out
nf a school population of 20G.610 in one State
in this Union. What must he the exhibit of
all the States? Hut for all this the people are
not to blame for their insufficiency of information.They are eager for knowledge, and the
cry is still lor more. 1 have seen, much to my
admiration, old gray headed men, formerly
slaves, learning the alphabet, and straining
their blunted senses in quest of knowledge,
-inn iijin, tun, uiLii inn nam ujiib m inu uay.
The delight with which they behold their little
children striving to read while seated around
their humble firesides is pleasurable to behold,
as a hopeful sign of what the once oppressed
will be when they shall have drunk deep from
tho perennial stream of knowledge. What we
want is schools, and more of them. Wo want
them strung along the highways and by-waysof this country.
Mr. Speaker, I would have it known that

this ignorance is widespread; it it not conlinedto any one State. This mental midnight,
we might justly say, is a national calamity, and
not necessarily sectional. We should thereloreavail ourselves of every laudable means
in our power to avert its direful effects. The
great remedy, in my judgment, is free schools,
established and aided by the Government
throughout the laud. Tho following statistics
will demonstrate what I have said :
In Illinois, in the year 1*70, the number of

while pupils was 826,820; number of colored
pupils, 6,210; number of school-houses, 10,1181 ;
number of school districts witli no schools, 300 ;
number of scholars attending school, 700,780.
By this you will perceive that there are over
126,000 children not attending school in this
State.

In Indiana, in the years 1867 and 1868, the
number of school children was 501,061 ; num
bcr attending school, 430,736; average daily
attendance, 283.340; amount expended for
tuition, #1,47 1,832.49.
The population of Maine, in 1870, was

030,423; unmix r of school children, 228,107;
number enrolled, 120,946; number not enrolled,90,330 ; average uttendanee, 100,815.
Average duration of schools only lour months
and twenty days.The population of Louisiana, in 1870, was
710,391; school population, 254,533; number
enrolled, 50,(100 ; average attendance, 40,000 ;
number not registered, 204,533 ; making a total
absence from school in that .State of 214,533.
The school population of Arkansas, in 1870,

was 180,000 ; number enrolled, 100,000 ; averageattendance, 00,000 ; number not enrolled,80,000; average absence of those enrolled,40,000 ; total average absence, 120,000.Can we look at these facts unmoved? Do
they not call for our deliberate and earnest action? Surely they do.
There is another fact which should not be

lost sight of: our country is comparatively
new ; the want of skilled labor is felt in nil the
branches of its progressive industries. If the
(iovcrnment can utilize any portion of its immensedomain lor the I'nrtheranco of these qnds,it will thus be dispensing its benefits and
wealth to another class besides railroad corporations,who already have too much of what
in right and eipiity belongs to the peonlc.Millions of fertile acres huvo beeu disposed of

J _

n a prodigal manner to those opulent, dictatoialcorpoi a'ions. At present they have ton
nuoli power and influence at their command,
.nd in certain States in this Union they shape
,nd control legislation to a great extent. My
ears are that if Congress continues to assist
hem by further grants of the public domain,
hey will eventually become the dictators of
ational legislation.
The plan embraced in this bill thwarts their

esigns, and will in a measure protect the
lovernment from such a misfortune, and the
eople from sueii a catastrophe. In fact the
eople have long since rendered a verdict, on
lis subject. ' no more public lands to corpora
ons."' If this verdict holds good, the public
ossessions, henceforth, will be held in fee
niple for the sole benefit of the people.I shall remind the House of one thing more,
len I shall have done. The youth now spring
ig up to manhood will be the future law>«L-Urao.wl ...U.r. «... ... HI. .4 .1

lould he intelligent and thoroughly educated
a prime necessity and of great importance,hicli is admitted by all and denied by none,

.11 that may be done with this end in view will
8 returned with an increased interest.
1 tiuly hope that those who oppose this bill
ill reconsider their opposition, and give it
leir vote when the question shall again be
'fore the House. For one, I shall give it my
jarty support, believing it to be just and bene-!
jiai in its provisions.

TIII1 I XIOli REITBL1CA1V
PARTY.

ntrlnl Tall for the Convention to Meet In
PlitlaitrljihlB, June 3, to nominate Canill
late* for President anil Vive President.

The undersigned, constituting the National
ammittee designated by the Convention held
Chicago on the 20tli of May, 1868, herebyill a convention of the Union Republican
irty at the city of Philadelphia, on YVendes
ly, the 5th day of June next, at 12 o'clock
son, for the purpose of nominating candidates
r the offices of President and Vice President!
the United States.
Each State is authorized to be represented in

ie Convention by delegates equal to twice the
jnaber of Senators and Representatives to
hieh it will be entitled in the next National
Rngress, and each organized Territory is aulorizedto send two delegates.
In calling this Convention, the Committee
tmind the country that the promises of the
nion Republican Convention of 1868 have
?en fulfilled. The States lately in rebeliii n
tve been restored to their former relations to
ie Government. The laws of the country have
sen faithfully executed, public faith has been
reserved, and the national credit firmly estabshed.Governmental economy has been ilistratedby the redaction, at the same time, of
ie public debt and of taxation, and the fundigof the national debt at a lower rate of
itercst has been successfully inaugurated,
ho rights of TiH.tnrnli7.pf1 n1t.17.0na havn Knon
rotected by treaties, and immigration eneour
ged by liberal provisions. The defenders of
le Union have been gratefully remembered,
nd the rights and interests of labor recognized,
aws have been enacted, and are being enirced,for the protection of persons and prop
rty in all sections. Kqaal suffrage has been
agrafted on the national Constitution; the
rivileges and immunities of American citizenliphave become a part of the organic law,
ad a liberal policy has been adopted toward
li who engaged in the rebellion. Complica
ons in foreign relations have been adjusted in
le interest of peace throughout the world,
hile the national honor has been maintained,
orruption has been exposed, offenders pundied,responsibility enforced, safeguards esiblished,and now, as heretofore, the llepublianparty stands pledged to correct all abuses
nd carry out all reforms necessary to maintain
le purity and efficiency of the public service,
'o continue and firmly establish its fundalentalprinciples, we invite the co-operation of
li the citizens of the United States.
WILLIAM CLAFLIN, of Massachusetts,

Chairman.
William E. Chandler, of New Hampshire,

Secretary.John A. Peters, Maine.
Luke P. Poland, Vermont.
L. B. Frieze, Rhode Island.
II. II. Starkweather. Connecticut.
James Uopsill, New Jersey.
William 11. Kkmhle, Pennsylvania.
Howard M. Jenkins, Delaware.
It. R. Cow en, Ohio.
John Ooburn, Indiana.
U. B. Fakwkll, Illinois.
Zachariah Chandler, Michigan.
J. T. Avertll, Minnesota.
David Atwood, Wisconsin.
George W. MoCraky, Iowa.
C. C. Fulton, Maryland.
Franklin Stearns, Virginia.
John Hubbard, West Virginia.
William Sloan, North Carolina.
Thus. W. Osborne, Florida.
L. C. Carpenter, South Carolina.
John II. Caldwell, Georgia.
James 1*. Stow, Alabama.
M. II. Soutiiworth, Louisiana.
A. C. Fisk, Mississippi.
S. C. Pomkroy, Kansas.
B. F. Rick, Arkansas.
John B. Clark. Missouri.
A. A. Burton, Kentucky.
Horace Maynakd, Tennessee.
E. B. Taylor, Nebraska.
Fames W. Nyk, Nevada.
It. W. Corbett, Oregon.
George C. Goruam, California.
John B. Chaekee, Colorado.
\V. A. BuRLEtou, Dakota.
Sayi.es J. Bowen, District of Columbia.

VVasuinoton, 1>. C., Jan. 11, 1872.

The Setv I'olitscuui in llo.otau.

The exact location of the structure has not
et been determined upon. At each end will
aise a splendid tower 210 feet high, while the
:entral tower will reach the enormous height of
140 feet, from the snmmit of which will float
he bauuer of universal peace above the siandirdsof all the nations of the earth, and which
vill tie displayed upon the diffirent points of
he structure. The four principal entrances
n the centres of the sides and ends will tie inicribedwith the names of the four great contilents,and be appropriately decorated with
lags, national emblems, ifee. Abovo each will
ise an elegant pavillion 120 feet high. Besides
he four main or principal entrances named,
here will be on each side four and on each end
wo tuiuor entrances, all appropriately decorated.
For the new coliseum the ground plan will be

I parallelogram 822 feet in length by 422 feet it)
width, measuring 347,500 square feet in area,
ar a trifle less than 8 acres, being 322 feet
longer and 122 feet wider than the coliseum of
18011, and containing more than double the area

»f that immense structure. Throughout this
space not a single post, pillar, or support of any
kind will obstruct the view from end to end.
The root' will spring in u gentle curve directly
from the foundation** constructed on piles driven
:$.j feet into the ground, the two segments
meeting at the ridge anil forming n graceful
arch at an elevation above the tloor of 172 feet,
'l'he seating capacity of the building will be
about as follows, the figures living rather below
the numbers that could actually be nceotnrao
dated: Audience, 82,0(K>; chorus, 2tl,(KMI; or

chestra, 2,000; giving a total of over 100,000
persons gathered under one roof.

.A distinguished Admiral in our navy tells
a good one of his ten yenrs old lad, a very
bright boy, who has been carefully brought up
in the Episcopal Church. Coming home from
school the other day he informed his mother
that in common with ull the hoys in school he
had that duy received twenty five had marks.
"For what, pray?" "Oh, because the teacher
asked .us to repeat the second commandment,
and none of us did it." "Why, my hoy, you
certainly knew that. Why did you not repeal
it?" "Of course 1 know it ; hut do you think
I was going to stand up there and repeat it ntn]
have all the boys think 1 was religious 1"
.In some parts of Virginia peanuts are nexl

to ooru, the standard crop, and are very profit
able. With good cultivation they yield frou
fifty to one hundred bushels per acre, an*

uverage about two dollars per bushel.

^ i - a

Call Tor a \afioiial Convention ol
the C'oloreil I'e-oplct of the

l ulled State?.

Coi.i MKiA, S. January 22. 1872.
The following preamble and resolutions were

adapted by the "Southern States Conventicn
of Colored Men," which convened in this city
on the ISth day of October, 1ST I :

Whereas, the time fixed for the assembling
of this Convention was very unfortunate, owing
to the important canvasses going on in several
of the Southern States, and the inability ol
many good men to attend, in consequence ol
the same; and whereas, many prominent coloredmen disapproved of said call, because
thev considered it sectional ; therefore be it

That the President of this Con-
ventinn tie. and is hereby, authorized to call a
National Convention of the colored people of
the United States, to meet at the city of New
Orleans, Louisiana, on the second Wednesday '

ol April, li<72.
Resolved, That the representation to said

Convention shall be two from each State or JTorritorv J\t lslrtfA ui.il nnn ff\r on/'li luionO'

thousand colored voters, and one for each frac
tionul part over ten thousand, to be elected as
the State muy determine.

Pursuant to authority vested in me under the
foregoing resolutions, 1 hereby call upon the
colored people of the United States to eieet and
commission delegates to assemble in conventionon the day and at the place mentioned at 12
o'clock M.t to consider the.r political and materialinterests.
The ratio of representation as laid down in

he foregoing resolutions, is expected to be
strictly adhered to.

Respectfully,
ALONZO d. IIANSIKR,

President <f the " Southern Stoles
Convention of Colored Men

Papers friendly to the cause of equality beforethe law and the material interests of tho
colored people will please copy.

Stale Wit.

The American Free Trade League has pub
lished and distributed, through the American
News Company, a sheet entitled the People's
Pictorial Tax P>;/er, which exhibits cuts ol
the poor fanner's coat, hat, boots, &c., labelled
wim ngures denoting ttie "tax imposed upon «

them, together with other designs, the whole
being embroidered with marginal advertise- 1
inents of Knglish iron, hardware, steel, and 1

drug merchants, Knglish transportation lines, f

and English life and fire insurance companies 1

having offices and agents in the city of New
York.
Of course the ink and paper of this publicationcost the Free Trade League nothing, for

all expenses are paid by the advertisers of for- c

eign goods who take this singular method of ]
commending themselves to the American people.Its wit costs nothing, for that is Knglish
also. Sidney Smith long ago rung the changes
on the subject of taxation, showing how the
Englishman was taxed everywhere and on everv

thing, from the cradle to the grave.good wit
and sad truth, which loses all its point in the
feeble and shabby copy of the Tax Payer.
Cannot the Free Trade League give us somethingwith the flavor of originality ? We know

that it gets all its money from England, but
why cannot it use some native wit or argument?Why should it depend upon importationswhich are found to be cheap enough, but
are stale and unsuited to the market ?

Tub great Napoleon angrily uttered his feelingsfor French economists of the Free Trade
school by saying that they would grind a

country to powder with their senseless theories.
A Free Trader declaiming in New York against
the American Tariff can clearly see that the
production of l'ig Iron on Lake Superior em

ploys a large population in mining ore, in cuttingwood, in making charcoal, in quarrying
stone, in hauling ores and fluxes, in conveying
by wagon the metal to shipment, in building
and sailing schooners and propellers, in raising,at different points along a breadth of
country 2,000 miles long, breadatrffs, grains,
vegetables, and fruits, to feed the fernace-men,
miners, and carriers, beside a crowd of smiths,
wheelwrights, and machinists.and that it eraploysin part the capital, machinery, and operativesof numerous distributing railroads. He
can clearly see that that single industry is like
the rt,>lta of a filter in a nlain ar.,1

b'essed by the current as it flows. But, be-
ionging to a school which grinds to powder
with senseless theories, he will deny the logic
of the facts he looks on, and scream for Free
Trade in British Pig Iron. And he will work
to strike with the lightnings of idleness and
bankruptcy that chain of linked industries
from end to end. To what result ? The productionof American pig metal, which kept
down the price of British in our markets, being
crushed out, we shall pay higher than ever for
Pig Iron brought here, not in American, but
British ships, consigned, not to American, but
to British merchants, and paying commissions,
storage, and profits, not to Americans, but to
foreigners, who talk ijuite like Lord Dundreary
and count the years or the months to their go-
ing 'omewith fortunes madeolf the Yankees..
A'. I'. Tribune.

The African slave trade, as far as Christian
countries are concerned, is entirely at an end,
but its main features are preserved not only in
the Coolie traffic, but in the so-called immigrant
labor schemes of the South Pacific. Queens
land is the northernmost, and being in the
Southern Hemisphere, the hottest of the British
Australian colonies. For some years past the
planters in their search for laborers have
brought from the adjacent islands large nutn-
bers of the natives. They are imported notni-
nally as colonists hired for a few years' service,
hot reallv as slaves in all hut the name. Not
a few of these unhappy victims have been kidnapped,and as a consequence the islanders
have been filled with wrath against the English.
A fearful act of vengeance has recently been
perpetrated, which fell upon an innocent party,
Bishop Patterson, a zealous colonial prelate,
was murdered with several of his companions
on the Island wf Nukapn in September last.
His mission was one of peace, but the savages
believed him to be a slave dealer, for some un!scrupulous English kidnapper had previously
assumed the name and even the dress of the
Bishop. The atrocities of the Queensland labor
system have more than oneo been brought to
the notice of Parliament, but it appears with
little effect. This slaughter of the missionaries
will, however, be likely to draw more careful
attention to the subject, and it is to be hoped
put an end to the traffic forever.

IIow to IjIvk on $1,200 a Ykar..Under the
heading of " Household Expenses" the New
York Times has culled out a long list of comjmunications showing how a iniddie class family
may be maintained in good homes and have
every comfort on $1,200. The following letter
strikes us as by long odds the most feasible and
most commonly practiced :
Your inquiries are by far more numerous

than the replies as to the mode of making both
BIUIS UlVTl WUCII m-uimij; UUUSC Ul llYlllj; UU It

small salary or income. I have for the past
two years kept house with a wife, three eliil
dren, and two servants on an income of less
than $1,200 per annum, and from present ap
pearauces shall do it agaiu this year. My plan
is this: I spend what 1 need to livo well, keep
ing a monthly account with the grocer, butcher
<Sic.; 1 let the bills accumulate lor a period ol
say two months, ami at this time the treasury
is empty and the hills considerable. Then
(and this is the grand idea) my wife collects
the hills and goes, with tears in her eyes, to hot
father, pleads poverty, and talks the old gentle,man out of a cheek and the crisis is met. I'ht
next time, to give him a rest, one of tho twe
inevitable well-off brothers-in-law is called it
requisition. This you will see only happen!
twice a year to each, and it don't hurt then
much, so we swing along.
The above is the only feasible plan I see, anc

is, I know, the most common way. No younf
t man, in my opinion, has a right to get married

unless his father-in-law keeps a hank account,
and unless the marriage firings hiin a couple,

I at least, of moneyed brothers-in-law.
I TWRLVK llUNORKD.

. .
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education for the People.
The educational bid passed by the II, useof Representative* last Friday eoo«ecratos amiforever sets apart tho net proceeds of the publiclands f<r the education of the people:I'roviilnl, That the art shall not impair the

pre etnptinn laws now in.force, limit the power 1

of Concre-s over the public domain, interferewith the crantirtr <f hamtiMtn raMl^e# «..i
sailor* of the late war, nor affect in any mannerthe existing laws and regular sin ri _'ani
to the a jnstrm nt ami | lyment to States, upontheir admission ii to the I'nion. tie- p-r centumof the net proceeds of the sales of the publiclands within their respective lint:-s.
At the close of each fiscal year one-half the

net proceeds of the sale of public lands shall
lie invested in United States five per cent.
t>onds, which shall constitute a rerpetual fund
11 the Treasury of the United States, to he
known as the national educational fund. That
one half the net proceeds of said sales, and the.
vholo income of the educational fund, shall be
ipportioued among the se.'erul States and Ter'itoriesin proportion to thc:r population, heweenthe aires of four and twenty one years:Provided, That for the first ten years the distributionshall be made according to the ratio
d'the illiteracy of their respective populations,
is shown, from time to time, by the last pretedingpublished census of the United States; J
hat any State or Territory may apply titty per J
:ent. of its share of said fund for the first year, 1mil ten per cent, for any suhs< quent year, to '

he maintenance of one or trore schools for the
nstruction of teachers of common schools; said
mm, after the first year, to be appropriatedvhollv to the payment of teachers of such
chools.
Each State and Territory shall, before revivingits proportion of said fund, engage that

t will provide by law for the free education < f
ill its children between tho ages of six ai d
lixteen years, and will apply all moneys wliicn
t shall receive under this act in accordance
with its conditions: Provided, That no moneys.hall be withheld from any State or Territory"or the reason that the laws thereof provide for
jorvtrnfa aolinnlu ir\r whito 1-

thildren, or refuse to organizo a system of
nixed schools.
That one or more free schools for all children *

between the ages of six nnd sixteen years shall
lie kupt in every school district in the States
ind Territories receiving the benefits of this
ict for at least three months in each year.
The bill further enacts penalties for misapplyingsaid fund, anil gives the circuit courts

>f the United Sitates exclusive jurisdiction of
til offenses committed against the provisions
>f this act.. II athington Chronicle.

IIow to Oct On in the World.

A workingman some time ago published h's
>wn biography, one of the most interesting
ittlo volumes that has appeared during the
present century. It is as follows :

It may to some appear like vanity in me to
write what I now do, but 1 should n< t give my
life truly if I omitted it. When filling a cart
with earth on a farm I never stopped work becausemy side of the cart might be heaped up
before the other side, at which was another
workman. I pushed over what I had heaped
up to help him ; so donbtless he did to mo
when he was first and I was last. When I
havo filled my columns of a newspaper with
matter for which I was to he paid 1 never

stopped if I thought the subject rr juired more

explanation because there was no contract for
more payment or no possibility of obtaining
more. When I have lived in a barrack room
1 have stopped work and taken a baby from a

it for tier, or gone for water for her, or cleaned
another man'a accoutrements, though it whs
iio part of mv duty to do so. d
When I havo been engaged in political literature,or traveling for a newspaper, I have

gone many .uiles out of my road to ascertain
a locul fact or to pursue a subject to its
minutest details, if it appeared that the public
were unacquainted with the facts of the case;
and this, when I had work, was the most pleasantand profitable. When [ have wanted work
I have accepted it at any wages I could get, at a

piow, in farm draining, stone quarrying, breakingstones, at wood cutting, in a saw-pit, as a
civilian or soldier. In London 1 have groomed
a cabman's horse and cleaned out a stable for
sixpence. I have since tried literature, and
have done as much writing for ten shillings as

1 have readily obtained.both sought for and
offered.ten guineas for.
But if I had not been contented to begin at

the beginning and accept ten shillings, I should
not have arisen to guineas. I have lost nothinghy working, whatever I have been doing,
with spade or pen.I have been my own helper.
Are yon prepared to imitate ? Humility is
always the attendant of sense, folly alone was
proud. A wise divine when preaching to the
youths of his congregation was wont to say :
" Beware of being gohlen apprentices, silver
journeymen, nnd copper master-t." The only
cure for pride is sense, nnd the only path to
promotion is condescension. What multitudes
have been ruined by the pride of their hearts.
Here is testimony worth treasuring in mind by
everybody.

Great Expectations.
Such hopeful liepubl'cans of the anti Gbast

school as hope to go down in history as the
founders of a new party will plea3e read the
following from the Missouri Republican, a

Democratic journal that is just now engaged in
the work of engineering of whit it terms the
" liberal" movement:

" The fancied scheme to displace the powerfulDemocratic party in our national politics
with a comparatively small insurgent Republicanpartv daes not and cannot exist. A refusal
by the Democratic party to norninato a Presidentialticket in 1872 does not imply that it
wilt repeat the refusal in 187t>, nor does it implythat the refusal is to be extendi"! to any
other coatest fur smaller places in 1^72.

" Tha great election of next November inIvolves local contests all over the country ; it
involves, besides the Presidency, members of
Congress, Governors. Legislatures, State olticers,and inferior officials in every State. In
each of these the local Democratic organization
should and would have, as now, full discretion
of action and management. The absence of a

Democratic ticket in the Presidential field
would not discourage the presentation of Demo|cratic tickets, and the vigorous support of theui
in the subordinate State, district, ami county ,

fields ; so tar from this it would stimulate the
nomination of such tickets by leaving the party
free to support and elect them wi U the force
which it would spare from the Presidential
struggle."
I Conundrum for Free i'r.islers.

Will the able-bodied tree trade reformers lie
good enough to tell us, in deference to our ig|uorance, if for no better rem n, what ther proposeto give in return for the imported foreign
fabrics which they are claiming to haveadmit!ted into the (Jutted States to a free market,
We arc particularly anxious t kn uv, because
it turns out that the fraction which Iv.irope con1sullies of the annual products of the farms of
the United States is just two per cent, of what
we raise and about twenty per cent, of what
we import.
Now, let the free traders stand uoon their

feet and answer this conundrum. It vitally
' concerns the farmers of the Western States to

know. As the Kuropcau market turns out to

be such a feeble consumer of our coru and win"
and oil, how do free traders propose to adjust
the balance of trade in our favor?.Sf. Lnu*
Journal of Commtrrr.

1 .A lady being asked what was her hus'band's occupation, said he was engaged in
' "finishing." It was subsequently ascertained

that it was a term ill the peni entiary to which
she referred.

I .The Independent says :

"The mills of the gods grind slowly:
Vet they grind exceedingly small ;

And their grisp will no', be finished
Till they grind out Oakey Hall."

A.^


